
How many of our students graduate?	





First the good news:	


Adults Age 25 or Older Who Completed High School or More
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Updating to 2008 (latest available…) data	


GRADUATION RATES ON THE REBOUND
The nation’s graduation rate has reached its highest point in two decades. The proportion of 
public high school students earning diplomas for the class of 2008 approached 72 percent, 
exceeding an earlier peak in 1991. Every racial and ethnic group posted solid gains for the 
class of 2008, marking the second straight year of across-the-board improvements.

ASIAN 82.7

WHITE 78.4

ALL STUDENTS 71.7

HISPANIC 57.6
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Educating more people ���
to a higher degree 	
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27.4% 2008	



84.5% 2008	



http://factfinder.census.gov/	





Our universities seem to do well…	
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And on the WASL/HSPE:	


•  82% of the class of 2011 who took the test 

passed the Reading HSPE. 	


•  86% passed the Writing HSPE.  	


•  Only 66% passed the Year 2 Math test.  

(33% in 1998 -99)	


	

BUT…. 	



•  Washington 4th graders’ NAEP test scores 
in math went from 17th in the nation (1996) 
to 9th in 2005.  	



•  At the same time Washington’s African 
American 4th graders went from 13th to 1st.  	



•  8th graders’ NAEP scores in math went 
from 14th to 7th.  	



•  Washington’s African American 8th graders 
went from 19th to 2nd in the nation.  	



http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/education/	


2016055610_testscores31m.html 	





http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata/	

 http://nationsreportcard.gov/ltt_2008/	







But internationally …���
U.S. reading scores on ���
Program for International Student Assessment 	





But wait a minute …	



http://nasspblogs.org/principaldifference/2010/12/pisa_its_poverty_not_stupid_1.html 	







Gasp!	


“A more accurate assessment of the performance of 

U.S. students would be obtained by comparing the 
scores of American schools with comparable 
poverty rates to those of other countries.”	


“Schools in the United States with less than a 10% 

poverty rate had a PISA score of 551.  When 
compared to the ten countries with similar poverty 
numbers, that score ranked first.”	



http://nasspblogs.org/principaldifference/2010/12/pisa_its_poverty_not_stupid_1.html  	





Country              Poverty Rate    PISA Score	


United States         <10%               551	


Finland                     3.4%             536	


Netherlands              9.0%             508	


Belgium                    6.7%             506	


Norway                     3.6%             503	


Switzerland               6.8%             501	


France                       7.3%             496	


Denmark                   2.4%             495	


Czech Republic        7.2%             478	
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“The problem is not as much with our 
educational system as it is with our high poverty 
rates.  The real crisis is the level of poverty in too 
many of our schools and the relationship between 
poverty and student achievement.  Our lowest 
achieving schools are the most under-resourced 
schools with the highest number of 
disadvantaged students.  We cannot treat these 
schools in the same way that we would schools in 
more advantaged neighborhoods or we will 
continue to get the same results.” 	



http://nasspblogs.org/principaldifference/2010/12/pisa_its_poverty_not_stupid_1.html  	





Now the bad news:	
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Who is served?	
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Who is served?	





Who is served?	





Who is served?	





http://www.k12.wa.us/dataadmin/	







What should be done?	



Should the “cut scores” be changed?	





Retake Opportunities	


Students would have 4 funded opportunities to 

retake WASL/HSPE after initial attempt 
§  10th Grade: Spring 2009 – Does not meet standard 
§  10th Grade: Summer 2009 – First retake 
§  11th Grade: Spring 2010 – Second retake   
§  11th Grade: Summer 2010 – Third retake   
§  12th Grade: Spring 2011 – Fourth retake 

http://www.k12.wa.us/Communications/presentations.aspx 


